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AGRICULTURAL PRICES AND OTHER CURRENT ITEMS 


FARM WAGE RATES UP 


Farm wage rates in North Carolina 
continue to advance. On July 1, the 
farm wage rate index was 566 percent 
of the 1910-14 base period average 
-- up 30 points from January 1 and 
47 points higher than on July 1, 1950. 

Tar Heel farmers report that as 
of July 1 they were paying hired work- 
ers $3.80 per day with house fur- 
nished, and $4.50 per day without 
room and board, or 35 cents per day 
more than on the same date a year 
ago. Hourly wage rates during the 
Same period advanced from 48 cents 
to 53 cents per hour. 


DAILY AND HOURLY FARM WAGE RATES N. C. 
AND SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES COMPARED 


AREA AND Jury 1 Juty 1 
CLASS!IFICATS ON 1950 1951 


NORTH CAROLINA 


PER DAY; WITH HOUSE.... 3.45 
WITHOUT BOARD OR ROOM. 4.15 
PER HOUR: 

WITHOUT BOARD OR ROOM. 48 


SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES 


PER DAY: WITH HOUSE.... 3525 
WITHOUT BOARD OR ROOM. 3.90 
PER HOUR: 

WITHOUT BOARD OR ROOM. 48 


EGG OUTPUT ON SEASONAL DECLINE 


Production of eggs by North Caro- 
lina farm flocks during June totaled 
92 million eggs. This was a drop 
of 17 percent from May production 
and bears out the normal seasonal 
decline in egg production at this 
time of the year. The number of 
layers on farms also _ showed a drop 
from the previous month. This, too, 
is seasonal. In general the aver- 
age number of layers on farms by 
months for this year has been at a 
lower level than in 1950. It fol- 
lows, of course, that total egg pro- 
duction by months would also be at 
a lower level. 


STATE BEF COLONY NUMBERS 
UPT2 PERCENT 


A total of 189,000 colonies of 
bees were on hand July 1 in North 
Carolina, according to reports fron 
beekeepers including both farm and 
non-farm apiaries. This is an in- 
crease of 2 nercent over the number 
of colonies on hand a year earlier. 

The 23,000 new colonies added in 
the spring were mostly offset by los- 
ses of 20,000 colonies during the 
winter and spring months. Losses 
during the 1950-51 winter and snring 
months, however, were 2,000 colonies 
less than those during the 1949-50 
season. 

Based on July 1 reports, the con- 
dition of colonies at 87 percent of 
normal was up 4 nercent from the 
same date last year. The condition 
of nectar plants, however, was down 
to 77 percent compared to 79 per- 
cent on July 1, 1950. 

Across the Nation, reports indi- 


(Continued on Page 4) 


CHICK HATCHINGS ABOVE LAST YEAR 


The output of chicks in North Caro- 
lina continues at a high level as in- 
dicated by the 5,209,000 chicks hatch- 
ed during June. This is 25 percent 
larger than the 4,181,000 chicks 
hatched in June 1950 and is 58 per- 
cent larger than the 1945-49 average 
June output. The principal cause 
for continued large hatchings for 
this time of year comes from the 
commercial broiler industry for which 
the demand for chicks of heavy breeds 
continues strong. 

Hatcheries in the Chatham and 
Wilkes commercial broiler areas re- 
ported 2,101,611 chicks hatched dur- 
ing June, showing an11 percent drop 
from May hatchings but 31 percent 
greater than June hatchings a year 
ago. 

For the first six months of 1951 
a total of 37,129,000 chicks were 
hatched -- 9 percent more chicks than 
were hatched for the same six months 
period last year. 
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N. C. PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 


The "All Farm Products” index of prices received by 
North Carolina farmers at local markets dropped 21 points 
during the month ended July 15. The July 15 "All Farn 
Products" index at 292 compares with 313 in mid-June and 
is the lowest since August 1950. 

Decreases in grain, cotton and cottonseed prices were 
responsible for the sharp drop in the index during the 
month. 

Prices of all grains dropped during the month ended 
July 15. Wheat declined 18 cents per bushel; barley - 
9 cents; rye - 5 cents; corn - 3 cents and oats 2 cents 
per bushel sending the grain commodity index down 10 points 
to 180. 

The cotton and cottonseed commodity index at 220 was 
37 points below the June 15 index. Cotton prices were 
down 3.9 cents per pound and cottonseed prices dropped 
from $9%.00 per ton on June 15 to $78.00 per ton on July 15. 


The meat animals commodity index increased 2 points 
during the month. This increase was due to a 60 cents 
per hundredweight rise in pork prices. Cattle and sheep 
prices were unchanged during the month, while lower prices 
were received for veal calves and lambs. 

An increase of 4.1 cents per dozen in egg prices more 
than offset the decline of 1.4 cents per pound in the 
price of chickens. As a result, the poultry commodity 
index on July 15 at 266 was up 11 points from mid-June. 

The dairy products index on July 15 was 239, up one 
noint from June 15. The increase was due to the advance 
of .1 cent per quart in retail milk prices. All other 
dairy products remained unchanged. 

The miscellaneous commodity index also increased 1 
point to 231. Prices received for peanuts and sweetpvo- 
tatoes advanced during the month while soybeans, cowpeas, 
wool and apples declined. 

The ratio of prices received by North “arolina farmers 
to prices paid by U. S. farmers declined 7 points during 
the month. Prices received by North Carolina farmers 
dropped 21 points while prices paid by U. S. farmers de- 
clined only 1 point. 


PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS JULY 15, 1951 


WITH COMPARISONS 
NORTH CAROLINA at 
CCMMOD 1 TY UNIT Se Aas 
JUNE 15 JuLy 15 JuLty 15 
195% 1951 1951 
- DOLLARS ~- 
CORN ciote'ciwicle oste'e/e’s| BU 1.67 1.64 1.63 
Be eoecee BU, 2.14 1.96 2.05 
raehegtae eve a euhe .85 m2 Ares 
Be LEY.. cee} BU. 1.35 1.26 the iz 
YEveoes eeee} BU, 2.15 2.10 1.55 
SOYBEANS... coo} BU, 2.95 2.70 2.86 
COWPEAS... soa) lun 4.90 4.75 4.29 
PEANUTS... hoa) (Ge L114 116 : 108 
COMMON! cereree ele Be - 443 404 391 
COTTONSEED. eeoees| TON 98.00 78.00 78.00 
WOO Listetere siete cieteroherc MmeisEs 1.10 1.00 -865 
HOGS ven ccreletelemerne| cw te 20.80 21.40 20.80 
BEEPS CATME Es tecorcte Wilts 23230) 23.30 29.00 
VEAL CAUVEStcrccicl CW le 33.60 33.00 32.50 
SHEERS. icc cipemecal CWT. 13.00 13.00 15.50 
LAMBS ccctereivicisrere’e eel mC Wilrs 32520 30.90 30.20 
MIEK SCOWS cisiae.ce sie} HHEAD 174.00 174.00 246 .00 
CHITIEKIEN'S cretetareteveress | meee s 294 - 28 +27 
EGG Semis coieteys cleve| DOZs 494 -535 -466 
MILK, WHLSE......| CWT. 5.25 5.25 a/ 4.302 
RETA Ie ieee kone .209 . 210 . 198 
BURTERReR Men cate cs|| LBS +56 - 56 +602 
BUTTERFANs osiesisce| LB 57 -57 -688 
HAY, ALL BALED...| TON 29.10 28.20 20.20 
POWATGE’Sie ee ceceel BU 1230 i ppeed 1.18 
SWEET POTATOES...| BU. 7 PAs) 2.35 2.19 
APPLES COMMERCIAL| Bu, 2.05 1.85 1.93 
LESPEDEZA SEED...| CWT. 10.80 10.90 9.83 
KOREANos ce cieeceelloCWTS 9.20 9.20 : 
KOBE retstnisleisieleisicreim ce Wilis 12.40 12.50 : 
Com. & TENN. 76.| CwT, 16.00 16.00 - 
SERICEAs ee cece sill CWTe 19.00 19.00 : 


a/ Preliminary 
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COMPARISON OF U. S. PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 


AND PARITY PRICES 


AVERAGE PRICES 
AS PERCENTAGE 
OF_PARI TY 


PARITY OR 
COMP ARABL E 
PRICES 


PRICES RECEIVED 
BY FARMERS 


COMMOD! TY 


JunNeE15 Jury #5] June 15 Jury 15) JuNEIS sea 


COTTONS UBscccne 338 124 116 
WHEAT, BUsceoceces 08 2.05 2.42 2.41 86 85 
CORN, BUsseeseee | 4.62 1.63 1.76 1.75 92 93 
OATS, BUsescuoee 829 783 -98C/ 98c/ 85 80 
BARLEY, BUse.oee | 1.22 Taiz, 15 53C/ sm 5267 80 77 
RY Ej BUletetecsicleisten TRG) 155 Te77G/ here - 88 
BEEF CATTLE, CWT. |29.50 29.00 19.90 19.80 148 146 
HOGS, CWTesceeese (21.10 20.80 21.40 21.30 99 98 
LAMBS, CWTseceoee B1.70 30.20 21.80 21.70 : 145 139 
CHICKENS, LB.ece .314 setts} 87 86 
EGGS aDOZemenisee .53¢/ 7936/ 944/ 91 
MILK, WHLSE. CWT. 4.81 4.79 -98d/ 96a 


b/ Revised 


c/ Transitional tarity, 90 percent (95 percent during 1950) of 
Gantt y pris computed under formula in use prior to dinuary 


a/ Preliminary 


ad/ Percentage of seasonally adjusted brices to parity prices. 


PRICES PECEIVE! CONTINUE DOWN 
PARITY RATIO OFF 3 POINTS 


Prices received by farmers averaged lower for the fifth 
consecutive month and at 294 percent of their 1910-14 aver- 
age in mid-July were 2.3 percent below June 15th but Stills 
11.8 percent above a year ago. As was the case a month ago 
lower prices were reported for a majority of farm products 
with the most important decreases occurring this month in 
prices of cotton, meat animals, oil-bearing crops, peaches, 
and oranges. Moderate increases occurred in prices for 
milk, eggs, most vegetables, grapefruit and apples. 

Downturns in farm wage rates (after seasonal adjustment) 
and in prices paid by farmers for commodities used in pro- 
duction were not of sufficient importance to lower the July 
Parity Index (Prices Paid, Interest, Taxes, and Wage Rates) 
below the revised index computed for June. Living costs 
were steady during the month. At 282 percent of its 1910- 
14 average in mid-July, the Parity Index is now only 10 
percent higher than a year ago. 

The drop in the Index of Prices Received by Farmers, with 
no change in the Index of Prices Paid by farmers, includ- 
ing Interest, Taxes, and Wage Rates, resulted in a decrease 
in the Parity Ratio to 104. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 
(N.C. PRICES RECEIVED 1909~14 = 100 PERCENT) 


COMMOD | TY 


1949 
NORTH CAROLINA INDEX NUMBERS 


ALL FARM PRODUCTS.. 313 292 251 237 264 
COTTON & COTTONSEED 357 320 263 241 271 
{GRAMINS tepeteteeeersteniert 190 180 181 166 211 
; MEAT ANSMALSccocees 424 440 402 356 404 
li POULGIRYsstormonie aie erate 255 266 217 252 
| DA!RY PRODUCTS..... 238 239 220 
| TOBACCO.sevccceecee 5 ES : 

MISCELLANEOUS. cece 230 231 223 

RATIO OF PRICES 

RECEiVED TO PAID-a@ mW 104 98 

UNITED STATES {INDEX NUMBER 

PRICES RECES VED, oo. 

PRICES PAID 301 294 263 

INTEREST & TAXES.. 

RATIO OF PRICES 283 282 256 

RECE! VED TC PAID.. 104 103 


af Ratio of N. C, prices received to U, S: prices paid. 
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AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES FARMERS FOR SPECIFIED FOOD ITEMS WITH COMPARISONS, 1950-1951 


NORTH CAROLINA 


JUNE 3} 


UNITED STATES 


JUNE 15 
1950 


5 
1951 


PMN OTe far otis sveustateleececevelele cagieisrexe 105.0 105.0 95.0 5 .0 Hr. 
Si aieeigle: e013 215.0 215.0 200.0 214.0 21510 199.0 
BREAD, WHITE 16.6 16.6 14.8 1(57:Ooee 15.9 14.1 
GORNIIME Ae veicid suclevansieies srevscorera ois @xyeus 6.3 5.9 5.4 7.04 6.94 6.01 
Riakeis pipte.# ws, 15.4 15.0 ue {3.5 1325 tne 
ea radedielea i vrais. (s;aisel'stivi-Sua)'s.'s40) bles 96 ai(e 18.8 19.2 iiZanG: 18.0 leet 16.6 
BAGONIMES LNLCE Dictpencncwvercne\siets icicles. 62.0 60.0 54.0 61.0 60.2 54.2 
ROUNDS TEA Kiis cis <.<e.sssusieapiare arie-e ac PER LB. 98.0 100.0 85.0 95.2 100.0 84.7 
FRORRMCHIOP'S Sencipi ccs cus aot oidqcde: oucle case as - - - 65.8 652 66.1 
3 GGG 0 SL CeO On on Cae 28.0 27.0 19.4 26.9 25.6 18.1 
Me ene RRO Te nererere on aretoie Move apeive's 88.0 83.0 : oD) .8 15, 
shel ices bifete i674) eliecepsusis bare eas ae) ae ol 
TEA, ORANGE PEKOE... 130.0 1s8.0 3 a 5 
ORANGES, 2167S. ..... 41.0 41.0 .6 eal | 4 
BANANAS mictele anit Reveucis) © Ashersie’ so eis/ecoca 15.02 15.0 aN .0 “9 
APP UES EIRESHictelcicisis e-store siete ess evs pez 11.4 6 ok} 4 


FOOD P®ICES SHOW SLIGHT CHANGE FROM MARCH 15 LEVEL 


Average prices paid by North Carolina farmers for spe- 
cified food items on June 15 showed little change from 
prices paid three months earlier. Round steak was up 2 
cents per pound and tea was up 5 cents per pound from 
March 15. Bacon, at 60 cents was 2 cents per pound cheap- 
er than on March 15 and lard was 1 cent per pound lower. 
Dairy products and fruits showed slight declines while 
other food prices were mostly unchanged. Comnared with 
the same date of last year, however, June 15 prices for 
all foods except fruits were up significantly. 


JULY 1 CORN STOCKS LAPGEST OF RECORD 


Stocks of corn in all positions in North Carolina on 
July 1 totalled 17,957,000 bushels. This is 16 percent 
greater than the 15,440,000 bushels stored in the State 
on the same date last year, and the largest July 1 corn 
stocks of record. Wheat stocks totaled 372,000 bushels -- 
down 7 percent from July 1, 1950. Oats stocks of 1,354, - 
000 bushels are the largest carryover since 1948 and the 
second largest of record for the State. Barley stocks 
of 62,000 bushels compare with 56,000 in all positions 
in North Carolina on July 1, 1950. 

In the United States, the 1,27 million bushels of corn 
in all positions on July 1, while about 11 percent less 
than on July 1, 1950, was nearly up to the July 1, 1949 
reserve and otherwise larger than any July 1 in the 9 years 
of record. Oats stocks of 298 million bushels are the 
largest of record and the 93 million bushels carryover of 
barley is slightly above average. Old wheat stocks of 395 
million bushels are 32 million bushels below July 1 of last 
year. The soybean carryover on July 1 at 51.6 million 
bushels is the Jargest of record for that date. 


FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS JULY 15, 1951 
WITH COMPARISONS 


NORTH CAROLINA 


JUNE 15 
1951 


UNITED STATES 
FEED PER 
HUN DREDWE | GHT Jury 15 JUNE 15 

1951 


1951 1951 
- DOLLARS - 


MIXED DAIRY FEED 
UNDER 29% PROTEIN.. 
16% 
18% 
20% 
29% 


Hah WhWW APdhAH HSHLSEOD 
APL WhWWH MHAD HALAL 


CHICK STARTER MASH. 


FEED PRICES SHOW LITILE CHANGE 


Average prices paid by North Carolina farmers for mixed 
dairy feeds containing less than 29 percent protein de- 
clined 5 cents per hundred pounds during the month ended 
July 15. Prices of dairy feeds containing more than 29 
percent protein remained unchanged. Cottonseed meal was 
down 5 cents and corn meal was 10 cents per hundred pounds 
cheaper than a month earlier. Other high protein and 
grain by-products feeds remained unchanged during the 
month. 


JULY 1 GRAIN STOCKS 


NORTH CAROLINA 
TOTAL STOCKS 
1950 


1951 


- THous. BusHELs ~ 

369 

apie cuss PShei 

ipinusiatestels 30 
* 


eee cerns 


1,259 
182 


eevlenisue 6 
306 
Note: Stocks shown are from the previous year's harvested crob. 


l/ Includes, in addition to stocks in Interior Mills, Bleuators 
by Grain Branch, PMA, at terminals. 


* 


Unallocated -- to avoid disclosing individual oferations. 


OFF-FARM 1/ TOTAL STOCKS 
| 1950 | 1951 | 1950 1951 1950 _ re 


Sa ee 
UNITED STATES 


- THous. BusHELs - 


1,060,377 | 814,923 362,503 455,135 
67 ,907 72,738 352,143 
192,392 264,557 27,431 
1,974 1,854 Teeeys 
30,929 40,194 49,533 
7,064 39 027 


ani Warehouses and Merchant Mills, commercial stocks reported 
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MILK PRODUCTION DOWN 


Milk production on North Carolina 
farms during June is estimated at 
158 million pounds. This is 4 mil- 
lion pounds less than May but 1 mil- 
lion pounds more than June of last 
year. 

The decrease in total milk pro- 
duction during June resulted from 
lower production per cow, since an 
estimated 382,000 milk cows were on 
farms during both May and June. 
Production per cow during June is 
estimated at 414 pounds compared 
with 425 pounds in May. 

Dry weather during May reduced 
the quality and carrying capacity 
of pastures. Pasture condition 
improved 7 percent following gen- 
eral rains during June; however, 
most of the improvement in pas- 
tures occurred during the latter 
part of the month. 


HYBRID CCRN ACKFAGE UP 3% 


A total of 818,000 acres or 37.5 
percent of North Carolina’s corn crop 
was planted with hybrid seed this 
year. This compares with 776,000 
acres or 34.5 percent in 19506 and 
697,000 acres or 31.0 percent in 
1919. 

The use of hybrid seed has grown 
Steadily since 1938 when only 2,000 
acres - one tenth of one percent of 
the State’ s total corn acreage, were 
seeded to hybrids. 

Across the Nation, nearly 70 mil- 
lion acres or 81,0 percent of the corn 
crop has been planted with hybrid seed. 
This compares with 65.3 million acres, 
or 77.4 percent, in 1950 and 63.5 mil- 
lion acres or 77.7 pereent in 1949. 
Acreage increases in the North “Sentral 
States, where hybrids are used exten- 
Sively, contributed to this year’s 
large hybrid acreage. 


CHICKENS RAISED ON FARMS IN 1951 
UP 4% FHOM 1950 


Young chickens on farms in North 
Carolina in 1951 are estimated at 
1£, 251,000 -- up 4 percent from the 
17,549,000 raised in 1950 but 17 per- 
cent less than the 1940-49 average 
of 22,119, 000. 

This preliminary estimate is based 
on reports as of June 1 obtained 
through the rural mail carriers and 
supplemented by later information 
from crop corresnondents and com- 
mercial hatcheries. 

The increase in the number of 
chickens produced reflects a more 
favorable egg-feed ratio than ex- 
isted in 1950. Demand for hatching 
eggs to supply the very heavy demands 
for broiler chicks has encouraged 
farmers to raise more pullets for 
laying flocks. 

Across the Nation young chickens 
on farms in 1951 are estimated at 
702,676,000 -- 5 percent more than 
were raised in 1950, but 10 percent 
less than the 1940-49 average. W“um- 
bers of chickens raised are above 
those of last year in all but 8 
States. Increases from a year ago 
were 14 percent in the North Atlantic, 
13 percent in the West, 4 percent 
in the West North Central, 3 percent 
in the South Atlantic and 1 percent 
in the East North Central and South 
Central States. 

The number of young chickens rais- 
ed this year and the number of layers 
on hand June 1 indicate a larger lay- 
ing flocks on January 1, 1952 than a 
year earlier. Although there were 2 
percent fewer layers on hand June l, 
a 5 percent larger cron of chickens 
raised this year will provide more 
than enough young pullets to make up 
this decrease and replace normal cul- 
ling this fall. Farmers reported on 
June 1 that 92 percent of their young 
chickens came from hatcheries compared 
with 91 percent last year. 


SWEETPOTATO ACREAGE CUT SHARPLY 


North Carolina’s 1951 sweetpotato 
crop is currently estimated at 4, 400, - 
000 bushels -- 35 percent less than 
the 6,785,000 bushels produced last 
year and 39 percent less than the 
1940-49 average production for the 
State. A crop of this size would 
be the smallest produced in North 
Carolina since 1881. 

As of July 1, growers indicate 
only 40,000 acres of sweetpotatoes 
will be harvested this year. This 
is 32 percent less than the 59, 000 
acres harvested last year, 41 per- 
cent below the 1940-49 average of 
68,000 acres and the smallest acreage 
devoted to sweetpotatoes in this 
State since 1868. 

Growers experienced some diffi- 
culty in disposing of their crop 
last year and many were disappointed 
with the prices they received. These 
factors, together with increased 
cotton, tobacco and peanut p lantings 
are largely responsible for the 
sharp cut in sweetpotato acreage 
this year. 

The July 1 yield estimate of 110 
bushels per acre compares with 115 
bushels per acre harvested last year. 


BEF COLONY NUMBERS (Continued) 


cate a decrease of 1 percent from 
last year in colony numbers. The 
July 1 estimate of 5,581,000 colon- 
jes of bees on hand compares with 
5,612,000 in 1950. Winter and spring 
losses averaged 17 percent compared 
to 15 percent a year earlier. New 
spring colonies totaled 1,172,090 
or 21 percent of the number of col- 
onies on hand July 1. Last year 
new colonies accounted for 18 per- 
cent of the July holdings. The July 
1 condition of colonies at 87 percent 
compared with SO percent a year ago. 


